Mr. Robert M. DeLisle

Advanced Placement English Literature / Composition

Hillgrove High School – Fall 2018
Office: English workroom
robert.delisle@cobbk12.org
Course Overview:  This course is designed to prepare students for the AP English Literature Exam and collegiate level critical thinking and writing: therefore, the text and selected readings are based on college level expectations. Using various techniques (annotation, TP-CASTT, SOAPSTone, OPTIC, Socratic Seminars, inductive learning, non-linguistic interpretation of text, and Blau questioning methods, and a variety of differentiated activities, the primary focus of this class will be on the development of critical reading, discussion, and writing skills. The readings for this class, which will be extensive, will be based on multiple genres, to include novels, fiction, non-fiction, drama, short stories, and poetry. Writing assignments will be in class and out of class essays, in class timed cold writes, journal, and quick write responses. As well, students will respond to multiple free write AP writing prompts and take multiple practice AP exams / passages as preparation for the actual exam. Time permitting, the class will also evaluate film as literature as a means to enhance critical evaluation skills.
· Suggest that students purchase a practice AP exam booklet for out of class use as a means to supplement class preparation for the AP exam

In-class text: The Bedford Introduction to Literature, 8th edition

Required text:
Macbeth-William Shakespeare-DO NOT USE “NO FEAR SHAKESPEARE”
The Ballad of the Sad Café – Carson McCullers
As I Lay Dying – William Faulkner 
All the Pretty Horses- Cormac McCarthy
*Summer reading: Death of a Salesman-Arthur Miller 
Materials / supplies:

Flash drive

Highlighter (yellow)

Notebook with loose-leaf paper

A Pocket Style Manual 6th Edition (Bedford/St. Martin)– Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers-suggested, but optional
Class Policies / Procedures:

1. Make-up work is per the Hillgrove handbook policy. It is your responsibility to find out what you missed, not mine, so be sure to read the blog. After the allotted time to make up missed work, there will be a 10% reduction in grade per day. Students must schedule time before or after school to complete missed work. 
2. Unless otherwise specified, all assignments are due at the beginning of the class period. Those not turned in at that time will be considered late. If there is a scheduled assignment due and you know you will not be in class that day, you are required to email that assignment to the instructor.
3. AP lit. terms are administered on Thursdays. For major exams, the class will eat D lunch.
4. Per school policy (dead time), students are not allowed to leave the room for any reason 15 min. after class has begun and 15 min. prior to the end of the period.
5. No purses, book bags, etc. on desks and cell phones put away!

6. The policy for eating and drinking in the classroom is per the home teacher policy.
7. Please, do not use “pedestrian” language!
8. Be to class on time! If you are not in the room when the bell rings, you are to get a late pass-no exceptions! 

9. Unless offered to the entire class, there is no such animal as extra credit!

10. I expect your best effort at all times! A positive attitude is the most important thing that you can bring to class. Your participation in discussion is “vital” to the success of this course. As such, please, be courteous to those speaking in class. Everyone’s ideas are important, and there are no unimportant questions! 
11. The class blog is updated on Fridays; however, you may want to review throughout the week for any changes.
Grading: 
1. Reading Across the curriculum                            30% 

2. Writing conventions (org./content)                    30%

Language (conv. / vocab.)
3. Research paper                                                       10%

4. Poetry presentation                                               5%
5. Listening / Speaking                                               5%
6. Portfolio                                                                   10%
7. Final Examination                                                   10%

Semester Overview / Scope and Sequence:  Depending upon the needs of students, the school calendar, and instructor discretion, etc., this syllabus is tentative and subject to change.

Aug. 1-3:

· Opening day procedures: student info., syllabus review, summer reading assignment review, introduction of writing portfolio and literary analysis research paper (novel selection options)
· Letter to self (portfolio entry)
· Begin Death of a Salesman (individual prep for Death of a Salesman activity)
· Death of a Salesman reading check Tuesday, Aug. 7th. Also, DO NOT complete any assignments on the summer reading blog
· AP lit. terms # 1 with review/practice
Aug. 6-10:
· Intro. to poetry teaching project Aug. 6thth – In-class work on Aug. 9th
· Round Robin activity over Death of a Salesman –(summative assessment tba)
· Introduction to The Ballad of the Sad Cafe: Complete novel by Aug. 17th
Aug. 13-17:
· Begin weekly AP multiple choice practice 
· In-class essay over Death of a Salesman 
· Film analysis intro. To Macbeth
· Writing lab – collaborative work on poetry project Aug. 15th
· Reading check and whole class discussion over The Ballad of the Sad Cafe – assessment and date tba
Aug. 20-24:
· SGO-Aug. 22nd
· The Ballad of the Sad Café assessment date tba

· Continue with reading/discussion over Macbeth
Aug. 27-31: 
· Continue with reading, whole class discussion, etc. over Macbeth

· Writing lab – collaborative work on poetry project Aug. 29th
· Introduction to All the Pretty Horses – Read section 1 by Sept. 7th
Sept. 3-7:
· AP Lit. terms quiz # 1 
· Writing lab - final prep for poetry teaching project Sept. 5th  (Poetry teaching project due in folders Sept. 6th)
· Macbeth reading, discussion, film, and related activities
· Reading check and whole class discussion over All the Pretty Horses –Assignment: read sections 2-3 by Sept. 14th
Sept. 10-14:
· Complete Macbeth and prep for summative assessment
· Begin poetry project presentation 
· Reading check and whole class discussion over All the Pretty Horses-sections 2-3 – Assignment: complete novel by Sept. 21th
Sept. 17-21:
· Complete poetry presentations and prep for summative assessment
· Final discussion over All the Pretty Horses – prep for in-class essay on Oct. 3rd
Sept. 24-28: Fall Break
Oct. 1-5:
· In-class essay over All the Pretty Horses – Oct. 3rd
· Begin short story unit: direct instruction and cold read small group Socratic discussions
Oct. 8-12:
· Practice AP exam # 1 (graded) with reevaluations, timed write, re-evaluations, and teacher lead discussion
· Continue with short story unit instruction
Oct. 15-19:
· Complete short story unit and prep for summative assessment
· AP lit. terms # 2
Oct. 22-26:
· Begin sonnet unit of instruction
· Writing lab-research papers- Oct. 24th
Oct. 29-Nov. 2:
· Continue with sonnet instruction
· Writing Lab-research papers- Oct. 31st
Nov. 5-9:
· Complete sonnet unit
· Writing Lab-Research papers –Nov. 5th and 7th
· Literary analysis research paper due Nov. 8th
· Introduction to As I Lay Dying: read sections 1-32 and  construct Socratic questions 
Nov. 12-16:
· Reading check and modified Socratic Circle-As I Lay Dying (assignment: complete novel by Nov. 29th)

· AP lit. terms quiz # 3 

· Writing Lab - work on portfolios – Nov. 14th
Nov. 19-23: Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 26-30:
· Writing lab – work on portfolios-Nov. 28th
· Portfolios due Nov. 30th
· Final reading check / discussion over As I Lay Dying                          
Dec. 3-7:
· Practice AP exam # 2 with timed write, re-evaluations, and teacher led discussion / review
· SLO post test
Dec. 10-14:
· Summative lit. terms assessment

· Begin film as literature unit
Dec. 17-21
· Prep for final exam:

· Final exam
Student’s name:____________

Class and period:_____________

1. Students may exempt the final exam if they take the AP exam for this class. For courses that only meet during the Fall semester, students must sign up for the AP test during the Fall semester to be able to exempt the exam

2. Students who take an AP class in the fall but wait to sign-up for the AP exam in the spring cannot go back and exempt the class final exam.

3. If a student signs up for an AP exam but does not take the AP exam, his/her transcript for the semester will be amended so as to reflect a grade of zero for the class final examination.

Student’s signature________________________________________

Parent signature___________________________________________
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2. Students who take an AP class in the fall but wait to sign-up for the AP exam in the spring cannot go back and exempt the class final exam.

3. If a student signs up for an AP exam but does not take the AP exam, his/her transcript for the semester will be amended so as to reflect a grade of zero for the class final examination.
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